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Employees, physicians, volunteers and board members 
helped the Maury Regional Health Care Foundation have 
a record-setting annual campaign, according to Executive 
Director Joe Kilgore. Donations and pledges to the 
Foundation during the fundraising drive totaling $181,250 
will assist patients, community members and employees in 
the coming year. 

“Growing a Healthier Future” was the theme of the 
campaign that launched in October at Maury Regional 
Medical Center (MRMC), Lewis Health Center (LHC), 
Marshall Medical Center (MMC), Wayne Medical Center 
(WMC) and Maury Regional Medical Group (MRMG). 

Robotic technology available at MRMC was 
highlighted during events on January 10. 

Local business leaders had an opportunity to view 
the da Vinci Xi robotic surgical system and the Mako 
system during a Maury County Chamber and Economic 
Alliance membership coff ee. An organizational open house 
followed, providing demonstrations of the two robotic 
systems for employees and volunteers. Members of the 
Surgical Services team provided demonstrations of the two 
systems.

Th e da Vinci Xi is used by surgeons for certain general, 
gynecology, gynecologic oncology and urology procedures. 
Surgeons on the medical staff  who use the da Vinci system 
include Urologist John Coursey, M.D., General Surgeons 
Patrick Davis, M.D., and Chad Moss, M.D., Gynecologists 
Bryan Kurtz, M.D., and Andres Rodriguez, M.D., and 
Gynecologic Oncologist Brenda May, D.O.

Th e Mako system is used by orthopedic surgeons to 
perform robotic-arm assisted partial knee, total knee and 
total hip replacements. Orthopedic Surgeons Scott McCall, 
M.D., and Cason Shirley, M.D., currently use Mako in 
surgeries performed at MRMC.

Annual gifts set record for Foundation
Th e annual campaign is the largest fundraising event 

conducted by the Foundation each year. By early January, 
704 donors had made donations or pledges that surpassed 
the campaign’s original goal by more than $40,000. 

Since 2006, the Foundation has funded over $2.1 
million in programs and services benefi ting individuals in 
need. Every dollar donated to the Foundation is spent on 
programs and services.

“On behalf of those who will benefi t from Foundation 
programs in the coming year, we say a heartfelt thank you 

(See Annual gift s on page 4)

Robotic surgery technology demonstrated
 For more information about robotic technology 

and other surgical services available at MRMC, visit 
Surgery.MauryRegional.com.

Dr. Brenda May, gynecologic oncologist, and Administrative 
Director of Surgical Services Scott Hayes are pictured with 
the da Vinci Xi system.
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Dr. Heibig retires from medical staff
CARDIOLOGIST JACQUES P. HEIBIG, M.D., retired 

from the MRMC medical staff  on December 31 aft er providing 
two decades of care to patients in southern Middle Tennessee. 
Dr. Heibig began practice in Tennessee in 1996 and joined the 
MRMC medical staff  in 1998. He was associated with Vanderbilt 
Heart, seeing patients in Columbia and Waynesboro.

Dr. Heibig received his medical degree from Paris University 
Medical School in Paris, France. He completed his residency at 
Paris University Hospital. He completed a clinical fellowship 
at Paris University Hospital and a fellowship in cardiology at 
California Pacifi c Medical Center in San Francisco, California. 
He is board certifi ed in internal medicine and cardiovascular 

disease. He served as a member of several committees including Critical Care 
Committee, Medicine Department Committee and the Continuing Medical 
Education Committee.

“Dr. Heibig has provided outstanding heart care to many patients in our 
community and has been a respected member of our medical staff . Please join me in 
congratulating him on his retirement and wishing him well,” said CEO Alan Watson.

Physicians join medical staff
Two physicians recently joined the medical staff  at MRMC.

BILL BAILEY, M.D., a specialist in rheumatology, is 
associated with Maury Regional Medical Group (MRMG) CORE 
Physicians.

Dr. Bailey received his medical degree from the University 
of Louisville School of Medicine in Louisville, Kentucky. He 
completed an internship and residency in internal medicine 
at Methodist Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. Dr. Bailey also 
completed a fellowship in rheumatology at the University of 
Tennessee in Memphis. He is board certifi ed in rheumatology.

MRMG CORE Physicians is located at 1114 West 7th Street 
in Columbia. For more information, call 931.388.9706.

BRENDA M. MAY, D.O., a specialist in gynecologic 
oncology, is associated with MRMG. Dr. May specializes 
in diagnosing and treating cancers aff ecting the female 
reproductive system. 

Dr. May received her doctor of osteopathic medicine 
degree from Touro University California College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Vallejo, California. She completed an internship and 
residency in obstetrics and gynecology at Memorial Hospital 
in York, Pennsylvania. Dr. May completed a fellowship in 
gynecologic oncology at York Hospital in York, Pennsylvania. 
She is board certifi ed in obstetrics and gynecology. 

MRMG Gynecologic Oncology is located in Suite 305 
of the Medical Offi  ce Building, 1222 Trotwood Avenue in Columbia. For more 
information, call 931.490.7226.

DR. HEIBIG

DR. BAILEY

DR. MAY
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ORGANIZATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS—

Kimmel named assistant director 
in Food & Nutrition

Kevin Kimmel has been appointed assistant director for the 
Food & Nutrition Department at MRMC, according to Director 
Jerry Coulter.

Kimmel is a graduate of the Culinary Institute of America and 
has more than 36 years of experience in the food service industry. 
He served as executive chef at MRMC from 2009 to 2012. Prior to 
that, he served as executive chef for the Frist Center in Nashville. 
He is a native of Long Island, New York, and served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps for eight years.

“We are very pleased to welcome Kevin back to Maury Regional and look 
forward to having him serve in this leadership role for our department,” said 
Coulter.

Redmon to lead local professional chapter 
Holly Redmon, a clinical dietitian in Food & Nutrition, has 

been elected president of the Middle Tennessee Chapter of the 
American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition (ASPEN.) 
ASPEN is an international community of more than 6,500 
dietitians, nurses, pharmacists, physicians, researchers, students 
and other health care professionals from every facet of nutrition 
support, clinical practice, research and education. 

Redmon served as the local organization’s president-elect in 
2017. She has worked at MRMC since 2009 as clinical dietitian for 
critical care and leader of the metabolic support team. She is board certifi ed in 
nutrition support.

KIMMEL

REDMON

United Way campaign is success
Maury Regional Health’s annual campaign to support the United Way of 

Maury County was successful, raising approximately $35,000 to assist area 
residents in the coming year.

United Way supports organizations that help Maury 
County residents with a variety of resources including 

counseling, domestic violence, emergency shelter, 
health care, substance abuse and crisis intervention.

Th is year’s United Way campaign was 
coordinated by Robbie Gadams and Lyndall Propst.

“It was very touching to see the generosity of 
spirit among our Maury Regional family during this 

fundraising campaign,” said Gadams.

Todd Edwards, Marketing, 
and his family welcomed 

Braden David Edwards on 
January 23. He weighed 

8 lb. and 2 oz.
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Annual gifts (Continued from page 1)

to everyone who made donations and pledges during the 
annual campaign. Your generosity will allow us to meet 
needs related to medication, transportation, home medical 
supplies, community health programs and many other 
areas,” said Kilgore. 

Gift s to the Foundation may be designated for funds 
that assist cancer, diabetic, heart, neonatal intensive care 
and pediatric patients. Other funds support community 
health programs, the palliative care program, a mobile 
health unit, food pantry, youth health initiatives, employee 
assistance and Th e Retreat hospitality house. Donations to 
the General Fund support areas of greatest need. 

“Special thanks to Jennifer Aldridge, Heather Norris, 
Carol Stooksberry and Amy Durham for coordinating this 
year’s campaign at our affi  liate locations,” said Kilgore.

Donations are accepted by the Foundation 
on a continuing basis and may be made in honor 
or memory of others. For more information, visit 
MauryRegionalFoundation.com or call 931.380.4075.

EMS adds two new units
Maury Regional Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

recently added two new ambulances to its fl eet. Th e service 
now operates 15 units, including 11 staff ed ALS units. Th e 
new ambulances will be designated “high-performance 
medic units” that will be located in the community during 
peak hours for operations, according to EMS Director 
Brian Hupp. Pictured (l-r) are Logistics Coordinator Billy 
Rose, EMT, Assistant Director Amanda Schatz, EMT-P, 
Devin Dickey, EMT-P, Jeff  Smotherman, EMT-P, State 
EMS Consultant LeeAnne Boeringer, and Supervisor Jason 
Griggs, EMT-P.

EMS personnel earn 
new credentials

Two members of the Maury Regional 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) staff  
recently earned additional certifi cations, 

according to EMS Director 
Brian Hupp.

Devin Dickey and 
Aerial McKinnon have both 
completed requirements to 
advance from emergency 
medical technician to paramedic. Dickey 
joined EMS in 2016. McKinnon has been 
employed since 2015.

Waynesboro primary 
care practice earns 
FQHC status

One of the Maury Regional Medical Group (MRMG) 
primary care practices in Wayne County has been 
converted to a Federally Qualifi ed Health Center (FQHC) 
model of care, according to FQHC Executive Director 
Nathan Miller.

Th e Waynesboro family medicine practice of Dr. 
Harish Veeramachaneni and nurse practitioners Paula 
Cole and Kendra Prater-Holt is now qualifi ed as an FQHC 
practice. Upon completion of pending renovations, Dr. 
Esmeraldo Herrera will relocate his Waynesboro practice to 
the offi  ce on the campus of Wayne Medical Center.

Benefi ts of FQHC status include:
• Income-based discounts - As an FQHC, the practice 

now off ers fees as low as $20 for those who qualify 
based on household size and income level. Insurance 
is also accepted.

• Medical home - FQHC practices employ a model 
of care known as primary care medical home. Th is 
model focuses on providing comprehensive health 
care services in coordination with specialists and 
other members of the patient’s care team.

Maury Regional Health has off ered income-based 
discounts for primary care since 2013 when Lewis Health 
Center in Hohenwald was designated an FQHC. PrimeCare 
Clinic in Columbia, Lewisburg Family Practice and 
Lewisburg Pediatrics are also FQHC sites. Th e practices are 
operated by Maury Regional Health staff  and providers are 
associated with MRMG.

DICKEY

McKINNON
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Retirees honored 
for service

JERI LYNN MORTON 
retired from MRMC on 
December 21. She was a nurse 
technician in Surgical Services 
and had worked at the medical 

center for more 
than 17 years. 

“Jeri Lynn’s 
passion for 
patient care made 
her a valuable 
asset to the 
organization. 
She was always 

very attentive to details and took 
ownership over the needs of the 
surgical unit. Her willingness to 
share her knowledge with her 
colleagues was recognized by all 
who came in contact with her. We 
wish her well in the next chapter 
of her life and will miss her daily 
involvement with the OR,” said 
Nurse Manager Lacy Huddleston.

JEFF STRAWN retired on 
December 31. He was controller 
in Accounting at MRMC and 
had worked at the medical center 

since 2009. 
“Jeff  provided 

knowledge 
and depth of 
experience that 
was critical to 
strengthening 
our organization 
fi nancially. He 

continued gaining the trust and 
confi dence of our associates in 
leading our fi nancial operation. 
Beyond fi nances, I am not sure 
I ever envisioned the controller 
of our health system leading a 
quick round of trivia at each of 
our management team meetings; 
something we all will remember. 
I wish nothing but the best for 
Jeff  and Mary as they begin this 
next phase of life. Blessings,” 
said Chief Financial Offi  cer Nick 
Swift .

MRMC sponsors school 
workshop in Spring Hill

MRMC was a sponsor of the workshop “Healthy Minds, Healthy Lives” held 
January 2 in Spring Hill for local educators.

Th e day-long workshop was off ered to help teachers and counselors in 
Maury County Public Schools address behavioral health challenges facing 
students by providing information about how they may identify issues, assist 
with intervention and provide support. 

Emergency Department Nurse Manager Nick Harmon and Clinical 
Educator Amanda Cothran represented MRMC at the event, providing attendees 
information about our services and attending the educational seminars.

Medicare review program 
provides savings

A free program off ered by MRMC Volunteer Services to help Medicare 
recipients determine appropriate coverage for prescription drugs is estimated to 
save thousands of dollars for community members.

According to Volunteer Services Director Cindy Fox, 128 individuals were 
assisted through this year’s review program. Volunteers Shirley Oakley and 
Deborah Sutton provided free reviews of prescription drug plans based on each 
individual’s unique medication needs. Fox said the program is estimated to save 
participants nearly $112,000 in the coming year. 

Th e free service is off ered each year prior to the open enrollment period for 
Medicare Part D. Since it began, the program has assisted more than 800 people 
and has helped them to save more than $400,000.

MORTON

STRAWN MASH applications 
accepted in February

Th e Volunteer Services Department at MRMC will conduct its annual 
Maury Academy for Students in Health (MASH) program June 11-22. 
Applications will be accepted throughout the month of February.

MASH is a two-week camp for high school students interested in learning 
more about health care professions. A MASH participant must be a junior 
or senior for the 2018/2019 school year and meet academic requirements. 
Recommendations from school personnel are required and applicants 
must attend an interview. Applications must be submitted online at 
MauryRegional.com/MASH by March 1. 

For more information, call Cindy Short at extension 4047 or email 
CShort@MauryRegional.com.
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MAURY REGIONAL HEALTH CARE

FOUNDATIONFOUNDATION

Th e Maury Regional Health Care Foundation recently welcomed new and 
returning leadership to its board of directors, while recognizing two long-time board 
members. 

Janet Allen, past president of the Maury Regional Auxiliary, and Jason Rich, 
transportation planning and operations director for the South Central Tennessee 
Development District, are new board members serving their fi rst three-year terms on 
the Foundation’s board. Michael Franks, vice president of Community First Bank, and 
David Craig, Ph.D., executive director of King’s Daughters’ School, have returned to the 
board for three-year terms aft er serving as ambassadors over the past year. Margaret 
Wells, current president of the Maury Regional Auxiliary, joined the board in July. 

Th e Foundation expresses appreciation to two outgoing board members. Greg 
Martin recently completed his service as chairman of the Foundation board. He 
served two three-year terms on the board and two years as chairman. Martin, a local 
developer, will serve as a board ambassador for one year and return to the board in 
2019 for another three-year term. Under his leadership, the Foundation successfully 
executed a two-year strategic plan that included the purchase of a mobile health unit 
for Maury Regional Health. 

Christa Martin, Ed.D., the longest serving member of the board, recently 
completed her third three-year term. She served as a board ambassador for one year, 
bringing her length of service to the Foundation to ten years. Dr. Martin, assistant to 
the president of Columbia State Community College and vice-mayor for the City of 
Columbia, provided support to the recent allocation of $50,000 from the Foundation 
for an outdoor fi tness park in Fairview Park.

Mobile medical unit 
previewed by donors

Th e new Maury Regional Health 
mobile medical unit was previewed 
during an event for donors on January 10 
at Columbia Fire Station 1. Supporters 
toured the 38-foot recreational vehicle 
(RV) customized with two exam rooms, a 
laboratory area and wheelchair lift . 

Funded by the Maury Regional Health 
Care Foundation through the generosity 
of donors, the unit will be operated by 
Population Health and provide primary 
care services, routine screenings, education 
and patient care coordination for at-risk 
and underserved populations.

Th e Foundation raised $300,000 
for the purchase of the unit and has 

Foundation recognizes board members

Pictured (l-r) are Foundation Executive 
Director Joe Kilgore, Greg Martin, Dr. 
Christa Martin and Maury Regional Health 
CEO Alan Watson.

Pictured (l-r) are new and returning board 
members Michael Franks, Margaret Wells, 
Janet Allen and Jason Rich. Not pictured is 
Dr. David Craig.

Donors, Maury Regional Health leaders, Foundation board members and staff  are pictured 
at the mobile unit preview.

committed to provide an additional 
$400,000 over fi ve years for operational 
expenses. Major donors for the project 
include the Maury Regional Auxiliary, 
Mary and Con Vrailas, Suzanne and 
Houston Parks, Listerhill Credit Union, 

Dr. Eslick and Annie Daniel, Kristi and 
Greg Martin. See the December 2017 
edition of Th e VitaLink for more about the 
campaign to support the mobile unit.
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February 1
DIABETES EDUCATION GROUP: 
11 a.m., Annex, call 540.4324
February 3
EXPECTANT PARENT CLASS – 
UNDERSTANDING BIRTH: 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., call 490.7046
February 6
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: 5:30 p.m., 
Chapel, call 540.4243
February 8
TOWN HALL MEETINGS: 7:30 a.m., 
10 a.m., and 2 p.m., Auxiliary Conf. 
Room
February 8
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: 
5:30 p.m., Marshall Medical Center, 
call 540.4243

February 12
NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION: 
8 a.m., Auxiliary Conf. Room, call 
381.1111, ext. 2334
February 13
BLOOD DRIVE: 7 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Auxiliary Conf. Room, call 840.4446
February 17
FREE CLASS – SAFE SITTER: 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., call 490.7046
February 19
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP: 5:30 p.m., Women’s Center, 
call 540.4166

FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 19
FREE EXPECTANT PARENT CLASS 
– BREASTFEEDING: 7 p.m., call 
490.7046
February 20
HIRING EVENT: 4-8 p.m., Auxiliary 
Conf. Room, call 840.4477 

February 22
OSTOMY SUPPORT GROUP: 
10 a.m., First Floor Conf. Room, call 
698.7438
February 22
STROKE SUPPORT GROUP: 6 p.m., 
Annex, call 840.4446

Cancer Support Group 
sessions begin February 5

A new six-week Cancer Support 
Group session will begin on Monday, 
February 5 at the Maury Regional 
Cancer Center. Meetings will be 
held from 5:30-6:30 p.m. for six 
consecutive Mondays, concluding on 
March 12.

Th e Cancer Support Group 
provides support to everyone 
impacted by cancer, including those 
who are newly diagnosed, cancer 
survivors and their family and 
friends. 

Sessions will be facilitated by 
Emily McKnight, a counselor whose 
experience includes the areas of grief, 
caregiver support and divorce. She 
holds a master’s degree in counseling 
and human development from 
Vanderbilt University.

To register for the support group, 
call 931.490.7192.

HIRING EVENT ON FEBRUARY 20
Maury Regional Health will host a hiring event on February 20 

with on-site interviews for several positions. Th e event will be held 
in the Auxiliary Conference Room at MRMC. 

From 4 until 6 p.m., representatives from Human Resources 
will conduct interviews for:

• Environmental Services
• Certifi ed medical assistant 
• LPN
• Medical technologist/medical laboratory technician
• Paramedic/EMT
• Physical Medicine

From 6 until 8 p.m., interviews will be conducted for registered 
nurses, nurse technicians and surgical technologists.

Th ose referring someone for employment should ask them 
to RSVP for an interview to Careers@MauryRegional.com or call 
931.840.4477.

NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 
Wear red to raise awareness of heart disease during Heart Month. 

Visit Heart.MauryRegional.com to learn more.
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